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 Bondage Fandom Makes Tts Mark!

“Anyors whc has ever seen
bondage photographs of mw
can observe expressions and
emotions from my true self,
And the san:# is ‘ruer stit of
anyone who rcads here what |
write, as ! do when | 2m alone
and thoughtful, The fascina-
ting trut!: is the: you, whom |
have never met, know 11:e
more intimately and more
honestly than people | have
known for years and see
everyday.”

dbove:- extracts from "Sarah Foster Tate in Boncage”, Harmony Publications.

Thyne believes that Mark Denbow is evzn planing to set wp a 'Sarah Foster Tate’ Fan Cluo
i1 Australlo; surely §ood news for her many fans. T-shirts should be auailchle soon, watch this
xve. for detoils

(Unfartunately. the publication for uthvch she is best knoun jc probably ineligible for th
best £avinz’ cotesory in this year’s Ditmars, Thyme. finok it wnbzilewchic that the masazine in
GaSton could possibly be a ‘non-professiondl’ pblication, 6s the catesory demands -LynC)ively]




brought to vou "B fimes a wvear? oy Lvrd’ and Feter Burns, from

4R34, Thiversity of Melbmorne, VIO, AUSTRALIA, W02
- 2] M4 TeGe WUlive, Or ESST Rusiness Hours), or 235 9472 CLyn,
i 0oz BN /
Thyme is available for local rews Cin English from anvwhere), artwork we can
use (smali, ar suitable for a covery, interesting letters, informative phene calls,
or even subscription, et the following rates
AUSTRALASIA: eight issues for ten dollars Dz, eleven doliars (N2,
NORTH 3 LA ten issues for ten dollars (U.5.).
EUROPE: ten issues for five pounds Sterting, or 15 DM.:BRAZIL: (0208258 each.
Jur overseas agents are
EUROPE: Joseph Nicholas, 22 Deubigh §t, Pimlico, London, SWiV 2FR, U. K.
NORTH &_’y_ﬁ:_)&_ﬁﬁx_: Mike Glver, 5823 Woodman Ave #2. Van Nuys, CA 91401, USA,
NEW _ZEALAND: Luvn MeConchie, 15 Rauparaha St, Waikanae Beach, Aotearoa.

Otherwice please write to us directly,
Please make all cheques pavable to THYME, not to any individual. Thank vou,
If your subscription number ends in an 'S, this means we are daily expecting
your subscription, nut are giving you three issues prace to gel it to us.

Last but not least: If veu have a hig X (XX for non Australians) on vour
mailing label, this means that this is vour LAST issue unless vou DO SOMETHING.

s BACK

Gordon & Gotch have
resep L started
distributing "Isaac Asimov's
Science Fiction Magazine”.
This vear you'll be able to
read all those stories that
will be nominated for Hugos
NEXT year. First issue seen
by Thyme was cover dated
December 1987 and includes
Harlan Ellison’s "I, Robot"
screenplay (parti two of
threed. Cover price was
% L




WHAT THE BICENTENNARY MEANS TO SWANCON:

The News: Swancon will not be he!ld on the Auwsiralia ['ay Weekend this vear,
but on the weekend after. }i this is news to yew, it was no less news to Greg
Turkich Chotel Yaison for the cond when. he weni to confirm Lhe Convention
booking with the Westos. Due to various apparently curious factors associated
with this year's biceatenary, he'd managed to bodk the hotel for the wrone
weekend and it was toe late Lo change it. I{ was an honest mistake - the sort of
honest mistake thev made when they tried to launch Challenger back then. or when
they tried to build the Westegate Bridge oviginaliy (Cor the Darling Harbour
gunoraii?)): the sort of bonesi mistake that has trouble gomg umnoticed. Here's

oger:

To whom it may concern,

Calthough perhaps | should sperifically address this to Greg Turkich?

Accustomed as | oam to Swancons being heid over the Rustralia Cay  (Public Holiday> long
weekend, | was quite pleased wher recently | realised that | would be able to arrange 11 thal
I was on holiday af that time. I've very much enjeyed both Swaccons I've attended, and would
gladly get to more.

The only thing left for me to do then, was to wranmge the holidays and the travel
arrapgements to fly over to Swancon 13...

It's at this point that | admit that | should have taken proper note, prior to this, of
the dates of the convention, sven though everybody knows that Swancons are normally held on
that public holiday long weekend.

Not this Siwancon however, it appears that this Swancon is being held precisely one
week after that long weekend. A week late. Accidentally, The convention starts and ends
on normal working days instead of taking advantage of what is this year io be a for—day-
lorg weekend! incidentally, it is being held ore week too late for me to be able te attand
i1, The cheap fares were alf set 1o go.. betler luck pext time, verhaps: next Lime I'll
know better tha: to biindly assume that 'those neople in Perth can be trusted'.. which
brings me to the point of this leiter.

'm writing this letter, then, not principaily to comp'sin about the orgenisational

stuff-up - the accidental booking of the hotel facililies for the urong weekend. I'm
writing, breg Cor whoever?, to ask you a ovestion:

How can 1, in good conscience, supoor? the "Perth in ° Woridcon bid when 1t is bein
run by people who are so incompelent i heir organisation of admimistration that they allow
this sort of error - and then make no attempt fo explain Themselves?

In fact I'd go so far as to ask the
committee for "Perth in ' if they
seriously feel un to the responsibility of
ruming a florldeon.  Russiecon !l was run
by a dedicated, experienced group of
neople and yet it took a lot of hard
work and su‘%fering by most invalved for
it to come off successfu!l%. find I'm
sure, incidentally, that afl of their
commttes knew how to tell the time and
read a calendar!

I think then that it's about time
for you gus to demonstrate that you
deserve the support of RAustralian
fandom,

Yours in amazement ‘and waiting hopefully

for a reply),
Roger Weddall
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. Yes, | wonder which Labour/Labor Day weekerd they’ll choose for the 1994
Worldeon it they win it ({The second weckend in March would suit med>.

'm sure that Greg doesn't do these sts of things ‘ntentionally, though !
must admit my role for geing to Swancons has been to take a lilo and sleeping bag
ever since Swancon @ Great Cenventinn, apart from the single room =t the Wesios
Grepg booked for the three of us to share. | remembsr being told beforehand that
Swancens were always cosy little affairs, Sut ! hadn’t realised Just how literally |
was meant to take this,

[————————= - z o
| Metrorole Hotel Managen Jokes: L
H Yhat’s thoe definition of gross ignorance? H
% 143 Hetel Managers :

But den’t pecple have short memories? | remember another convention from
1994 - called Seacon, held in Brighton, England, at the Metropole Hotel, |
reqember Koelof Goudriaan writing in ‘Shards of Babel’ atterwards - and he wasn’t
the orly one expressing these sentiments - that on the basis of that convention’s
experience with the Metropole Hotel, he no lruger felt he could support 2 bid
which inveoived holding a Worldcon there.

Ceaspiracy happened anyway and people came away after that saying: "Never
again will a ceuvention be held at the Metrcpole” ‘Amnesia! Mention 1934 and
they say "but that was different”. And no doubt they'll all be back for another
dose in a couple of years,

e ——— o —— =
| retropole Hotel Managsr Joles: H
! Hhat's the difference botwesn an oniopn and a hatel managepr? “
{ 2

You don’'t cry when vou cut 2 hotel wanagsr,

The point is, there is really no point in using convention stuff-ups in 1934 or
1988 as any sort of basis for judging * conventro: due in 19%. Sure the same
stuff-ups will likely happen al!” cver again, bul evervone will have forgotten to
expect them by then. Peopls wiil manage tn enjoy themselves regardless - they
always do - except the Commiltee who will come away never talking to each other
again ever after. Jusi remember to tobl: a sieeping bag - and probably a tent.

In all fairness to Greg though it <hould he peinted out that most State
Governments did not legislate the Austraiia Day public holiday till quite recently.
The usual calcuiation is the Monday following the 26th of January, and had that
been the case Greg's calculations would have been correct. However this vear is
differcnt. This year is Australia’s Bicentenary, and the Zth happens to fali on a
Tuesday. In order to give us this halicwed day off, all states have also given us the
Monday (25th> as a public holiday. With the result that Swancon XII, mtended for
the Australia Day holiday weekend falls one week too late.

“ Metropole Hotel Manager Jokes:
1 Sy PLOT EXTRA: 8
'\ There will a Hotel Manager Khanging competition tomorrow. {1
Il On The Beach. '
|
§
i

The Hotel Marager is not a Xlingon.
They’re toc nige! il

| —— T - e |




LAUNDRY DOOR SLAMMETY

This year’s DUFF race fratures ne less than two write-in candidates. The best
known is Roman Orszanski, long time fan from Adelaide. Roman was almost an
‘official’ candidate complete with his name on the ballot. He sent in his platform,
even lined up neminators, only the nominations didn’t get to the praper peaple on
time. "Sight’ thought Reman and put aside thoughts of visiting the US. In spite of
this, he still harbours a secret desire to win DUFF, trovel far places and meet
exotic people. His other secret desire is to ri¢ the world of vegemite...

The other and rather more controversial write-in candidate is the Roger St
Laundry Door, whose platform we printed last issue. What follows is the DUFF
administrators’ officiai response to Thyme, : =produced exactly as it was presented
ti us (with a little reduction).

B eEciehy
The followine s wrilien in resnense 4o a bopus MWEF Lnljot

which apneared in Lhe Tech jsstin of THTMS ((sf'y}.

o

Althouth DY hag alunyn encourazes the reproduclion and dizseningtion
of the affici:d hallnt, il ab 1~ Lime advoeatas the hallat!'s corruplion for
the celCemnrvineg motives of Mark Torcy, Michelle Miiisert, and loger YWeddall.
The ‘nstralian administrators £fail to sece humour in actions which are cal-
culatad to aring bhe Tond and its candidates into Aizrepie, The fant that
this has heen martly, i€ nol wholly, rcencocted by two fans who hove mun

unguccesafully Cor TURF. in the past, must sureiy reflect on their motives.

Lhing forverd a lanrndry door az o carlidate evidencos their contemnt
Tor a1l that ™ ronrezerts, and their low opinion of the current candidates.
We don't deny their right to vaice Lhat oninion, ‘mt they pgn bryand that.
The rarody of the current candidale's nlatforms is bhoth insuliing ard defam-
atory.

he adminisirstors consider the tuo snndidabes worthy of Tarnish con-
sideration Tor the nosition of DUSF renresontabive to Americn. They don't,
nond their ecandidncy ieopardized ot Lhia stage of the race. lipilbher Cathy
forrigan, nor Terry Dowling deserve Lhis ireatment.

Lo af Zhe Fynd iz te promobe oondwill hedunen Anabralian

ant Amarican neoover, or, as in Yhe eabse of the current
race, sendine a an chosen by pooiaT Batiob. Vol a nince of wocd. The door
cannol he Aremoit w0 ~isilidate an Lochnianl grotids, ac it cannot fuifil any

of the contitions o candidature.

i sl Ve Y
ans, by githnr brin

Thove may he confusnion by Tans aver bhe dosr's validily as a candidate
due Lo Lhe way the DUFF Latinl hag heen am~rddd. Though the door niy be a
write-in canlidate, Lhe Torm pives; the iwpre::*ql thal, 34 i5 mere Lhan iy
as i% is accompenied by a platTorm. Tormal proce dures have heen circumvont—
e, sinca no baw! has heen anabed. no nominabionn received, and na debails
aubmitted 1o the adainisiratore bhefere the requisite closine date.

Murthary ae Marh, Mieheitn, a=nt fnmer have "offcred" Lo administer the
furd, should the danr win, thoiv astiong can he inberpreted ns an attermnt to
take over the Mind in an 1 tapal marner. The Australian administrators nave
therefare decided Ln tak%e the “ollowing a:tion.

Any vote for the danr will be Adeclared invalid, althoush Lhe antire
ballot i1l nol races=arily be cancel’r? out. ¥or thoze ans who have already
g S f P N ey i I, S @ oA e 7 ¥
voted for the donr, Lhoir other prefergees will cone into apcration. 4hereby
not totaliy dnvalidaling thelr forma. IF any fan who has votal fortthe door,
failz to concur with our deciaion, their ballots amd Tees will be returned
uron requerni,

"
i

-4 <)

As administrabors of W, we will not hesttate to take any action
necenaary to uphold the coodwill estahlished by the fund cver the vears,

and Lo protccbhits Tinances whiech we hold in Lrust,

The Auslraiian adrminigtrators of DUFF condemn TINWE for its part in
: R ] s
miblishing bthis corruplion, zanetioning a possible take-over of a fan fund,
and endorsing a bogus camdidale.

Srittean ant airned nn hohalf of Lhe Justralian adminiasbratora of XTF,
Yride, and lick Stathepnmalos, by iek Stathopoules.

O S e T o MO SN T
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And this is the leiter that Nick wrote to Mark and !'ichelle assumin
Cwronglyd thal thev were the main perpetrators of the Door for DUFF’ campaign.

Dear Mark and Miche!ls,

. 1T hes been Sroucht o nue ottention that you are circulating a bogus DUFF form in
which you attempt to pot forward your laundry door as a write-in canddate for DUFF. Very
funny,

The joke is naw over,

In concocting this 'atest hit of dirt, you've eucrceded in doing nathing but bring hoth
the fund and the candidates into disrepute. 11 1s petty and trivializes the fund. Further,
it is a callous attempt to sabotage the candidatu s of Cathy Kerrigan and Terry Dowling,
certainly imtair at this late stage of the race.

If you have any compiaints as to the suitahility of the candidates o~ the way the 7ind
is presently administered, then direct them to the current administrators, and we will take
any action deemed necessary to rectify them. fis for assuming controi over the fund should
your write-in candidale win, this could be interpreted as an iliegal take-over bid.

To prevent a ‘ske-over from ocarring, the current Rustralian administrators have
decide! to make all votes for your laundry door invalid. "or thos fans who have already
voted for the door, their other preferences will come into operation, thereby not totally
invalidating their forms. 17 any fan disagrees with our decision, their ballets and fees wifl
be returned 1o them upon request.

It pains us to see the two of you taking these destructive measures. e hate to see
the goodunlt estab! shed bu the fund sullied by actions which can only be motivated by sour
g(rapes. As administrators af the fund we will take any artion necessartt to prevent its
akeover by illegal means, and tn protect its finances which we hold in trust.

Finally, we are cerfair that this {ainst excursion into the fannish mire will evoke
nothing but the scorn you both deserve.
fn behalf of T Rustraha, |
Nicke Stathepoulos 1

.

—

unity in the 'Door for DUFF’ campaign. Since no agreement

One point of Nick's is patently NOT true. There is no :” P
{

. : : . e i
Thyme herewith presentis four (40 slightly different A e W
responses, each describing differen. reasons for being Y | ;
involved in this fannish toxfoolery. |

could be reached regarding a rernlv to \ick's letters, |

Peter Burns:

Uhy is it that people continually choose te put the most sinister motives they can
think of onto simple bt unusual events. 1t took quite some time and effort to track down
the probable reasoning hehind the thoughts expressed in your letter about various people’s
motives. | think | understand , but you are wrong, all the way down the line. | voted for
the Boor, | participated 1o the creation of The Doo- as a candida’e. This is a personal
response:

Nobody expects The Door to gain emough voles to win DUFF. That is the first thing,
There is no conspiracy to hijack the money, there are no sow- grapes. Uhat there is is a
group of peaple - including me - who support DIFF and who want to vote, but who do not
eel that they want to give their vote to either of the candidates actually standing. !hat
do you do in a situation like that? | have never been a big believer in putting ‘Hold Over
Funds at the top of my ballot because | think that is a sour” grapes response. it says that
just because you personaily don't know/like either candidate enouch to vate for them, nohody
should go. '?fo preference’ says tull support ‘o hoth when what you're trying to say is no
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support for either. That leaves only the write-in candidate. | quite often vote for write-
ins, as do a geod selsction of other people in the world. It isn't sabotage, it's
participation and comment. Cathy and Terry are no doubt rice enough people and they have
their own circ'es of friends in Yandom who will no doubt support each +f them fully  That
is all they need; they don't need me and they don't need the handful . fans who share my
reluctance to vote Yor either of them. The Door is our comment Cwe would have put up a
Drover's Dog excepl there wasn't one available at the timed. It was a kind of lament — 1t's

a conspiracy to lament if you like.

It benefits you or the candidates nothing to try to silence our Izment. As lrwin Hirsh
went to great pams to point out to us, the Laundru Door for DUFE campaign makes ‘Hold
Over Funds’ a less lkely winner than it would otherwis: be. I'm not gaing to go through the
reasoning here but he is entirely correct. Your reaction in not allowing The Door's voles to
be counted conversely inoreases the chance that ‘Hold Over Funds' will win. So why are you
doing it? Urite-in votes which have been allowed 'n the past for Fan Funds have included
Footret Flats (a bit of gound in a cartoon landscape), Ulooty, Mickey Mouse and the
Yorkshire Ripper. (If these, only the Yorkshire Ripper was an animate object, but nobody
wanted to meet him. :

Speaking to one Pmerican BNF recently - and he ought to know - it emerged that if
The Door won, it wouldn'{ even be the firsf time an inanimate chiect had won a fan fund.

The Door-For-DUIT campaign has no potential to damage the fund or its ‘serious’
candidates if you simply let it run its course. Yowr over-reaction on the other hand s
potentially much more damaging. 1f your fears are justified and The Door does
haw;.hi ff\opgqof winning on the votes, then how do you enhance BUrF's credimlity by rovering
up the fact?

In the unlikely event that the majority of RAustralians want to send an inanimate object
and most fmerican: want to meet the same inanimate object, then whal is to be gained by
standing in the way of the wili of the people”

LynC:

| agree with most of what Peter has said, except that | haven't as uet actually voted.
My first preference will be 7or the Door. | do not expest it ta win. However Cunlike Peter)
my se preference will be for one of the ar mate candidates standing. If you decide lo
invalidate my vete C(and return my money then neither myself nor (I'm sured the candidate
of my choice will be exacliy happy if theu lose by a single vete! | sincerely hope, as other

le have also expressert a desire to vote for the Door (at some future dated, that you
wifl al the least continve your “enlightensd” approach to past voles for the door, on future
votes for the door.

But again, if by some fluke, the Door does in fact win, why stand in its way? What do

mu have o lose? Your good name “and remember you three were the popular choice in

stralia Cwith 5% of the first prafer cnces) u;il?ocontimpe unsutlied 1t you stop over—

reacting and just let this thing take its cour<e, find just for the statistics, how about at
least letting us know just how many first preferences the door does actualiy get?

. By the way, just where is it stated that .animate objects are ineligible as write-in
candidates?

As well as

3 Nick’s letter
above, Mark

§.§ Loney has
S : _ Ay supplied a reply
o DB NP AV S for us to publish
2P N .\ e NVA NN (11 (Mark has not

yvet seen the
official open
letterd.




ce: Lucy Huntzinger Mark Loney
Lewis Moriey & Marilyn Pride PO Box &28
THYME Riechmond VIC 3121

7th January 1988

Dear Nick,

1 have been trying to write a ’‘more in sorrow than in anger' reply to your letter sbout
the cendidacy of THE DOOR for CUFF; the mein difficulty is that rereading your letter makes me laugh
so much...

Sericusly though, wouldh't it have been sersible to read one of the copies of THE DGR
plaiform and DUFF ballot that we forwarded to the nominated sddress ‘or DUFF Aystralasis before
bresking out the writing implements? (Yes Nick, it was probably the fact that we let the
administrators in both Australia and the USA know what we were doing that led to this matter being
"brought to (your) attentien'}, If you had read what we forwarded to the Acstralian administrators
ito you, in other words), you would have known to address your letter to Mark, Michelle & Roger (in
whatever order you please), THE DOOR for DUFF is a joint effort by all three of us, just as the
Australian administration is & joint effort by Lewis, Marilyn and yourself. You may consider this a
minor a quibble, I comsider it a representative example of the sloppy ami confused thinking
displayed throughout the body of your letter.

THE DOOR for DUFF cempaign was not launched because of any doubts sbout the currert
adninistration {and, until your letter, ! had no complaints whatsoever sbout the administration of
the Fund) or because of questione about the eligibility of the other candidates. Of course, like
all other nominators, we believe that our candidste is the hest suited of those standing for the
1988 race to represent Australasis at the 1988 Worldcon and other events in Nerth America.

THE DOOR for DUFF was suggested (to us, not by us, as a matter of jnterest) a few months
8go at a Roger Street party and developed considerable popular support in Melbourne long before we
got around to putting pen to saper and formalising the candidacy in early December. Write-in
candidetes are s long-standing ard honourable fradition in the history of fen funds. Fardom
simlarly has a long-standing and onourable history of healths innovation. Most importantly,
though, is the fact that most farm have a serse of hum-ur.

If it is 'unfair at this late stage of the race' for a write-in candidate to be announced,
would the 'sabotage (of) the csniidatures of Cathy Kerrigan and Tercy Dowling' been less ’cal lous'
if it had been done earlier? Roman Orzenski's write-in candidacy for DUFF only bhecame generally
known of in Melbourne at the same time as that of THE DNOR, Is his candidacy alec 'a callous
attempt to sebotage..." You really shoyld rein in your lenguage, it's enough to make me think that
my comments about Jack Herman's use of pejorative adiectives (see = sewhere, this issue) were
ill-considered and hasty...

Your intimstions of an 'illegal tsia-over bid' {(ssy what!), 'sour grapes’ (are you really
that far off the planet?) and 'destruct ve mensures' (damn, forgo: the phaser), qualify as both
ludicrous and ridiculous. I ran only hope that the remainiryg time of the currert Australssian DUFF
administrators is characterised by more common sense and less reflex paranoia than is indicated by
your letter. Oh, and develapirg a sense of humour mich® be a good idea too...

On behalf of THE DOOR for DUFF.

p Lm%’:?

ns: | bave no wish, in line, ! presums, with your own degires, for this to become 'Topic B'.
Accordingly, I do not plan to run any correspondence sbout DUFF in THE SPACE WASTREL and will
restrict my correspondence to DUFF adminiatrators and the pages of THYME (LynC, Clive and Peter
willing). This, of course, depends on what vou do tog...
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Roger Weddall, ex-editor of Thyme and co-conspirator in the ‘Boor for DUFF'
campaign, also felt the urge to reply to Nick, extracts from which appear next:

-l thought | micht be able tn help clear the muddy waters surrow ding
this year's DUFF race. It seems to me thot the problem you quys are having is one of
attitude...

Rbout a week before your letter to Mark & Michelle arrived, | had a chat on the phone
with Marilyn, during which she said that none of you thought the ‘Deor for DUFF' campaign
funny. My reply was that pecple down here all though' that it was a rather light-hearted
bit of fun; we more or less stated our points of vier and left it at t'at,

Now comes your letter, biustering and furious, almost daring th reader to respond in
a similar fashion: it's abundantly clear that you doen't consider what we've done to be a joke;
but | must persist politely in assuring you that the vasi majpority of Australian fandom does
still think it rather funny.

I've spoken to Cathy (Kerrigan), one of the candidates in this year's race, and while
she was not completely happy with the way ever!gthing was put, she .ad both the common-
sense and the good grace fo see the fun in, as she put it, “that piece of fanpnish silliness”,
aandrihe was able to see the spirit in which it was intended to be taken. You should try to
o likewise,

..(the) far more serious false accusation is that anyone is aftempting to hijack the
OUFF fan fund. Really, Nick, what an absurd suggestion..as one fan fund administrator to
another, you tcll me what fun there is in being 'in charge’ of ore end of a fan fund..tell
me and we'll bath know.

We also heard from Gerald Smith who hopes it is a joke, and who interprets
"verbatim" [= (adv)’word for ward, or in exactly the same words™The Concise
Macguarie Dictianary} to mean not only verbatim but with no inclusions, and
therefore objects to the addition to the DUFF form of the Door’s platform. He also
felt that modifying the form was a violation of a long standing fannish tradition,
which is to just simply reprint the form, The NFF form Thyme circulated is
verbatim; every single word which appears m the origina! form appears on our
form in the same order (unless 2 typo has accidently crept ir>. As for being a
violation of fapnish traditicn - see Lucy below.

On the other hand {or side of the Ocean) Lucy Huntzinger, the American
Administrator, has a somevhat different reaction, which she lays out in a personal
letter to Mark Loney. We reproduce it here to introduce some more common-sense
and balance in this affair,

Lucy writes:

"Thank you for notifying me of
the Ooor candidacy. | regret o
inform you that manimate objects
ae ineligible to run: however
this has never stopped anyone
before. | commend your heartg
team spirit and fannis
participation in one of the
traditional fan activities: That
of the Hoax. Good luck te the
Door."




THE OTHER FAN FUNDS:

We've all heard sob tales of people missing the deadline for voting in fan funds,
and Chorror of horrors) the story of fan fund administrator’s accep‘ain{g bogus
votes after the deacdline; well now here’'s a fan fund which blatently and officiaily
allows both:-

FFANZ has been extended till ist February 198¢

GUFF NOMINATIONS NOW OPIN:
(From Irwin (the Australian Administrater) we hear that:)

The next GUFF race is open for nominations. It will brinéaaa European Down
Under to attend Swancon 14. Nominations wil. clnose 28 March 1988, with voting to
stai't by Easter. The voting deadline will be 27 November 1363. To appear on the
ballot, a candidate must have signed nominations from two Australians and three
Furcpeans, provide a platform of 1880 words or less, post a non-refundable bonu of 5
pounds, $12 (0z) and promise, in writing, that he/she wi!’ attend Swancon 14
Rarring accidents, acts of Ged, all that], if elected. So, if there are any
uropeans whom you would like to see at Swancon 14, whv not write to them and
suggest they stand for GUFF?

There should he a GUFF administrator’s renort sometime in the next few
weeks. For further information please contact one of the administrators:
Irwin Hirsh at 2/416 Dandenong Rd, Caulfield North, Vic 2161
Fve Harvey at 43 Harrow Rd, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 30H, UK.

CONFEDERATION NOW A CHARITY:

As reported by Thyme last issue, Confederation (1986 Worldcon) made an
embarrassingly large profit of 430,088 Our first response tn this comes from Frank
Macskasy Jnr, who feels that while there is notling wrong with making a profit,
Confederation did carry it to extremes! le also asks, 'if Cons are going to be run
as formal businesses making such sizeable profits, can they reasonably expect fans
to be willing to valunteer their services’ /mr even be willing ta set?l]e or just 3
refund an their attendance fees-Fid] Gerald Smith also commented on how massive
the surplus
was.

Having refunded the attendance fees of all participants, and being still left
with 490,808, Confederation had to determine a method of dissipating tﬁis back to
fandom as fairly as possible. The December 1987 “Locus” included the following,
which explains how fan groups and organizations can get a slice of the cake:

'The Board of directors of Worldcon Atlanta,Inc.(WAI> announces the
availability of grants for projects to pronute the appreciation of science fiction
and fantasy art and literature. WAl is a Georgia non-profit, Sec. 581> (3D,
corporation which conducted ConFederation, the 44th orld Science Fiction
Convention, in Atlanta, Georgia in September, 1936.
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Applications for grants should include within their typewritten proposal the
following:

(1) Purpose of project;

(2> Complete breakdown of nroject expenses ang income;

(I Time-line of project, i.cluding review dates;

(4> Names and relevant experience of persons involved:

(5> Profit/nonprofit status of project sponsor:

(6) Executive summary of project (2 pages or less);

(7> How project will promete science fiction & fantasy art and literature.

Examples of grant proposals already reccived includ romotion of fan
publications, audio punltication of worwxs of science fiction and fantasy,
standardization of handicap access to science fiction conventions, and a child
education program.

Zor more infeormation: Write to Worldcon Atlanta, Inc, Attn: Jim Gilpatrick,
Suite 1986, 3277 Ruswell Road, Atlantz, Georgia 30385 Please include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope for replies and 5 conies of project proposais.’

Where is the Australian Science Fiction Foundation Co-operative Lid. when we
geally need it2?

1 - |

TEA WITH THE BLACK DRAGCN - A Review

Tea With The Black Dragon could best be characterized as a kind of Buddhist
rrmance set in San Francisco amongst the computer software inlustry.

[t was very light and racy after the weeks spent on Percival =2nd simular
epics. In Percivai, your attention is censtantly drawn towards the character
development going on all around you ~ it's an epir, he's a hero. In Tea With The
Black Dragon, Mayland Long is a hero too, but of a slightly different ilk. My first
impression was of a character with a secret. He was a man moving about in the
world acting not the least abnormally, but vnderneath the cool controlled
exterior, we the readers knew there lay a "»ing of immense if slightly nen-specific
power. Here was the sort of person who could look through people
(metaphorically) with a single glance, and solve problems of immense complexity
with the blink of zn eye

He seemed at first ook to he pretiv much your standard, if slightly offbeat,
super-hero type. In stories with beroes like this, the reader reads and enjoys
because he can identify with this sort of character = the character who's ill at
ease in day to day life, hut whe has hidden talents the world rarely sees or
appreciates. Enter the bookworm who can’t play cricket.

But this impression of Maylaid Leng, Super-hero didn't last long. ! had but
contemplated it when the story’s ‘main character’ turned up and the world
changed. Outside the world of Science Ficti n there is another genre filled largely
with hack writers cashing in on a lucrative market - the world of the rubbishy
romance. Rubbishy romances have standard chiaracter types too. The hera is not
someone the reader is meant to identify with persoaaily, but rather he (always
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he) is someone the reader would liie to meet at a party. He is a man slightly
mysterious, cool, calm, well controlled on the surface, but with an immense
unplumbed depth of evperience. The sort of person who can see through people
(metaphoricails> with a single glance, and solve problems o immense complexity
with the blink of an eye. Yet (if it's an upmarket rubbishy romance we're lookin
at) underneath it all, there’s an almast childlike nature - he’s in search of
something he doesn’t completely understand and he needs help. Enter the ‘Main
Character’, and the reader. She (always she) is someone who’s made her way quite
well in the world up to now. Strong, independent woman with ne frouble
manipulating situations to her own advantage normally, Only this time she’s got
herself into something awful and ugly, she’s cr.fused and finally forced to admit
that she’s out of her depth. She needs help.

There are other plot lines available, but this is the one Tea With The Black
Dragon moves inexorably towards as the story progrosses, TWTBD, funnily enough,
calis itself neither Science Fiction nor Romance, but Fantasy.

And so here we see boyhood fantasy and girlhood fantasy collide in a
character - Mayland Long - who sadly doesn’t really exist. Sich!

The events which form the backdrop to the story - the world of the software
industry and the potential to make money out of the weak links in computerized
bank security systems - are quite real though and make for lots of good suspense.
The villains are a bit cardboard: there are two, one with a brain, one without.
You start to wonder after a while how the brainless thug one ¢('can | kill him now,
boss, huh?’) ever got out of primary school, let alone Eecame a Systems Analyst
good enough to.. but no, that would be giving away too much. It’s a good
entertaining read as ML, goes in search of the mecaning of Life, the Universe and
Fv:rything, and it has that great line out of Batman: "No, Thicko, we'll kill him
ater’, .

- Peter Burns

Tea with the Black Dragon was f’irst‘publish(‘d in paperback by Bantam Eooks
in 1983 for an Australian KRP of $3.50. it was recently (1987) re ublished in
paperback with a new cover, again by Bantam, but with the new PRP of $7.95.

Author: RA. MacAvoy

===




DETMAR REPORTING NO'T ENOUGH

As part of Irwin's Letier as QUET administrator he wrote about the article
Thyme ran on the Ditmar Nominations ( .ategory Hallot,

he wrote:

P was interested in secing the resuits of the Ditmar cafegor: ballet, but { do wish
you'd list how other categories polled, You are pubiishing a newszine, not filling in a hole in
a genzine, and to dismiss the views of the peopie who prefer thase other categories as not
bemg “worth mentiomng” is not plaging fair with those people.

Falsu don't, really, wmderstand the point of the last twwo sentences. I'm one of the
’:eore who is being referred fo. My exose for not voting i< that | was oversess for the
ast Tour months, But that is o'y an esouse and irrelevant to myy poirt, which is thsi had
last year's complainanis vetes the result would have been ro dif forent.  Last yeaw the
categories | favoured were the <ame five which topped this poll. | wasn't the ‘only ene
favouring those five cateqories, vet at the time it was suggested that our opinions
shoulda't have as @eat 3 weicht as o nuiders would suggest.  The way 1t was put was
that we were a swall goup who were only iocking to serve our oum self-inferes’. Vet
thete were many people Cin Ditmar lerms) expressing & very siatlar opimon, | can onk
asstme that the jast two hines we e referring to us, ad | for one, am impressed that the
results of this poli seem to wdicate that | wasn't part of a small, self-seeking qroup, but
part of a wide group holding a very sunilar spinion. S

frwm Hirsh,

As vou say, we are a Newszine, we Just report the news, and that’s exactly
what we were deing in the article you mention. Gerald Smith won’t be publishing
the results of the Ditmar Categories” Poll till Conviction’s PR3, so what we wrote
up in lieu of an official report was a coliation of nutes from a tejephone
conversation. Any views or judeements contained in it are s nesr as we can iudge,
Gerald’'s oun opinions, as =xpressed to us, o the various subiects.

Gerald didn't think it worthwiiie +s divulge the other categories that got
votes without winping, so he didn’t. He did however mention that their point scores
were in the order of units, not the hundreds of umits that the mentioned
categories scored. As it turns out. the figures we gave aren’t quite correct, but
that wasn’t our fault. We assume Ger~ld will give the f'uﬂ results for all
categories in Conviction PRY3.

Of The last two sentence: i ~ur article, the second last "The number of
complainants last year whe did not vote in the nominations hallot was alsp
interesting.? is clese enough tu o quote. The last sentence Yoo had vour chance
boys and girls.) was ours. | suppose you can make what you like of them. ®e at
Thyme certainly don’t think that the letier writing campaign ahout the Ditmars
last vear was the action of a small Ccertainly not small) seli-seeking minority. It
would be a troglodyte indeed who would suggest that the only valid way to
participate in the democratic derision making nrecess is to vote.” Many a rabble

as been put back on the right frack by the words of a few sane (but non-veting?
individuals,

Nor, indeed, were the fanzine letter writers the people Gerald was specificaily
referring to with our paraphrase of his statements. The people he mostly seemed 4o
have in mind were the large number of voral Sydney fans whe sPoke to Jack Cor
himself), and then decided not to put pen to paper when thev had the chance, Had
thev done so, we gather, the resuits would have been different, As we CGerald and
Thyme) decided that they knew who they were, nothing could be eained bv listing
even the werst of them. except perhaps the condemnation of their fellow nra-
voters (and despit~ appearances it is not actually Thyme’s desire to sow dissent in
Lhe fannish community).



AcTc S T e

YIDAT T AT« B TR o B ; A B o=
AN O S G SR G IR [T T O L LAJ\{L’\”) LIRS

1986 AU

3

[ZYSR 4
will be awarded ot COWVICTIOW, the 27th Australian Nptional SF
Convention, to be ueld in Sydney from June 10 Lo 13, 1988
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The 1988 Ditwars for work in Science Fiction and Fantasy during 1987
. £ oNg

X

Tae Constitution of the Australian Wotional SF Con states, re awards:

"The Convention Ceommittese ,,. will, Dy a vote of tie Convention's
aeimbers, after s nouwlnating precess involving Australizn Fandom
generally, awarda up to five Australian Science Fiction Awards
(of which, at least one must be for ifazinnich endeavours) and the
/illiam Atheling (Jr) Award for Criticign and Review.!

For this purpose the Conviciicn Coumitice has appointed a sub-
coimittee. On the reverse side of this fora there ig a nowinating
form which way be filled out by ary mesber of Austr an Fandon. The
sub-~comzittee will accept up to five noninaticns in chn category
from each nowinater.

ot
e

a
Voting forms comjiled from these nouwingtions will then be sent to all
rewmbers of Conviction,
send completed forms to: Ditmar Sub-Committee

G.P.0. Box 429

SYDNEY 1St 2001
NOMINATIONS CLOSE on 4th MARCH 1G38.

DEFINITIONS OF CATEGORIES

', BEST AUSTRALIAN LONG FICTICH: A science fiction or fantasy story
of 17,500 words or wcre, written by an Ausiraliasn citizen or
pernanent resident of Australia and which was publiehed in
Australia for the first tiume during the 1687 calendar year.

2. BEST AUSTRALIAN SHORT FICTIOW: A science fiction or fantasy story
of less than 17,500 worcde, written by an Australign citizen or
permanent resident of Austraiis and which was first published in

Australia during the 1987 calendar year.

3. BEST FANZIIE: A non-professionnl publicaticn devoted to science
fiction, fantasy or related subjects, produced by an Australian
citizen.or perumanent resident of Australia, generally available
in Australia and which had at least two issues during the 1987
calendar year.

L, BEST FAl WRITER: An fustralian citizen or permanent resident of
Australia who wrote material which agppeared in z fanzine during
the 1987 calendar year (whether or nct that fanzine qualifies
for the Beat Fanzine category).

5. BEST TAN ARTIST: An Austrzlian citizen or permanent resident cof
Australia whose artwork (of whatever description) appeared in g
fanzine (whether or not that fanzine gualifies for the Best
Fanzine category) or through other public display during the
19387 calendar year. An artist does not qualify for this award
for any artwork which they were paid to produce. Artwork for
public display must have as its theme, science fiction, fantasy
or related subjects.,

THE WILLIAM ATHELING JR. AWARD FOR CRITICISM OR REVIEW: For a
particular piece of criticiswm or review of science fiction or
fantasy, where that piece of criticigu or review was first
published in Australia during the 1987 caleadar year.
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ive BEST FAL WRITER
5. LESYT FAIL ARTIST

¢ WILLIAM ATHELIIIG JBE., AWARD TCR CRITICISHM OR REVINW
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HOTE: The Sub-Comuwittee is the final arbiter on the eligibility of
a noilinee.

For further information on Conviction, please write to:

Conviction, Box 272, Wentworth Pldg., University of Sydney HSW 2006

OMINATIONS CLOSE: &4 1iARCH 1988
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REPHODYCTION OF THIS FOM I8 RUeAUS LmD PROVIDED 1T I8 VERBATI:



THYME CONVENTION UPDATE: (Austraiasian only)
SWANCON 13: the PLACK Swancon

Dates: 29th January - ist Feorvary, 1973
(Nat the Ausiralia Day Weekend)
Venue: Westos Hote!
GOH: Dave Luckett, Tim Richards.
Rates: %30 attending till the con, $48 at the door
$10 supporting
Room rates: a verv reasonable flat rate of 3¢
Mail: Swancon 13, PO Box 318, Nedlands, WA 6649,
[Ferth’s oun amual convention - this year ft’s a relaxacon but probably
still lots of fun.]

KINKON 3: Melbourne’s ammual Fastercon

Cates: April 1-4 1988 (Easter>
Yenue: The Victoria Hotel.

Room Rates: with facilities $58 twin/double, $46 Single.
without facilities $44 twin/double, $35 Single.
Deposit of 1 night's accomodation to Kinkon 3.

GOH: Lee Harding, John Baxterfdpril 1-4],
Greg Turkichfdpril 2325}

Rates: 535 till com, %45 at door.

Theme: for Masquerade is "l was a teenage ...

Kinken 3, 11 Hopkins St, Dandenong, VIC 317

CONFUSION: The New Zealand Natcon(?>

Dates: 3rd - 6th June 1988 NZ's Queens Birthday weekend?

Venue: State Trinity Theatre

GOH: Bjo Trimble, Gerry Anderson ¢committmencs permittingd, Margaret Mahy,
and Lana HBrown

Rates: Gold card '] want to sponsor X' $250NZ, Attending $36NZ,
Supporting $15N7

Hotel: United Services Hotel, Cathedral Square, Christhurch, $20ONZ per person
per night. A depo:it of one night is required. Couples: Please specity if
yvou need a double rather than a twin.

Mail: Confusion, Box 1169, Christ.church, Aotearoa/Nrw Zealand.
[This is the canvention ve are sending the FEANZ winner to.]

CONVICTION: (aka Syncon 33,> the Z7{h Australian National SF Convention
(Reminder: T-Shirt competition, and Convention Anthem competition
close March 1, 1988. Cash prizes for hoth. The Art Competilion closes at
the Convention)

Dates: 1Bth-13th June, 1938
Venue: The Shore Motar Inn, Pacific Hwy., Artarmon.
GOH: Spider & Jeanne Robinson, Carey (TR0 Handfield.
Theme: Song and Dance in Science Fiction.
Rates: %40 till 1 June 1988
$20 supporting, %5 vuting Conlyd
Room rates: a flat rate of 485 a night.
Mail: Conviction, Box 272 Wentworth Bldg, University of Sydney, NSW 2006
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ZENOON 2: The 1933 Media Nateon.

Dates:
Yenue:
GOH:

Rates:

Rooms:

Mai!:

[Profits (if any!> go to Riversleigh Research Fund]

9th - 1ith September, 1988

Clunes Ros: House, 191 Royal Pde, Parkville, Vic.

Paul Darrow (Avon [7 theught he was dead - BD,

Michael Keating (Vila [didn’t he get it too?],

Janet Lees Price [7 dan’t remember her from.. ah, By The Sward Divided?],
Dr Michael Archer (A Zoologist!!?)

$45 till the Con, $68 at the door

$15 supporting, $35 Day

A pleasant stroll up i}éoyal Pde to no. 441, The Royal Pde Travellodge.
Single/Double $72, .&partments [Dan’t =<k me] $83.

Al Meals for whole Con: $120 subject to negotiation

Zeacon 2, ¢/~ Cathy Kerrigan, F.0. Box 437, Camberwell, 3124,

{The place to be in ‘38 if you want to O.D. an Blake's 7]

SWANCON 14: the 28th Aust. National SF convention.

Dates:

Venue:
GOH:

Theme:
Rates:

Mail:

24-2Tth March, 1939 (Easter [dre you sure jt's Fastar - isn’t that in
Aprii Sometime? (Shhht..? D
ings Ambassador
John Varley, Bob Shaw, Paul J. (Antifan) Stevens.
Urban spaceman.
$40 till 2nd February 1938, $20 supporting
Swancon 14, PO Box 318, Nedlands WA 6069.
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The YA{N BASKET:

Jobn Newman and Jap Warrack are about 4o move house again to 42 Elma Rd, St

KilZa in about 2 weeks. They claim the phone number wil! stay the same.

Rocky Lawsen (alias Clark kent, alias Mark) while still varking for the financial
Review has been moved from Perth to Svdney. ‘ddress as yet unknown,

There are rumours floating around fandom that Associated Pul and Paper
Mille have decided to stop producing duplieating paper. As they are tge maior Cif
not enly) producers of duplicating paper in ‘ust~alia, this would mean that tinding
paper in order to produce fanzines Coy the time honoured t-adition of duplicators
(such as the Roreo used for Thymed) would be ever harder in future than it
already is.

yme is pleased to anncunce to all fanzine editors the! a spokesman for APPM
nas "emphatically” denied this rumour. You may rest easv. :

The Block Bar and Bistro proved not to be without drawbacks as a venue for
eating on a Friday night. The food was OK, but as they started closing before 6.08
» somewhat limited. You have a choice of pasta or pasta At 7.98 pm, they close
the tiil and are unable to take any more orders. The first week tﬁey then zave
away unused “esserts for free, in order to get rid of them. The secont week hey
wers better prepared for us and seemad to have a stock of chan e so we had to
pav. Apart from the early closing time (the bar -ontinued cpen?, the actual venue
1s well situated in the centre of the city, we have the place almost to ourselves,
so are free ta he as noisv as we need Le he, and the seating arrangement allows us
lenty of scope and room for our need:. However because of the early closing time,
1t really is unsuitable for a eroup of people who start gathering between 6.80pm
and 7.8%pm. Nor can everyone face nasta every friday night. Next week will be the
Myers Caf. if no-one can ggest a helter piace,

The owners of the Tavern have announced that they are thinking of selling the
place, the implication being that without us it doesn’t make sufficient profit.

Critical Wave, the rew UK Newszine has seen its second jssue. The third issue

should alreadv be in pro tiction cdeadline was 6 January ‘88D, This small newszine
Cissue 2 was {2 pages long) has = definite sense of hunovr, and covers a wide range
of topics. Issue two covers Convention ~eports anc updates, the latest english
ublisﬁing and conversien-to-films news, Doctor Who and other celluloid media news,
ook reviews, plus items of fannish interest, and lots more, including stage
productions of SF plays. This wa: 2!l done in a rocy style with as I've ajready
mentioned a definite but not (o0 irrevcrent sense of humour. Not only a good
source of news but an enjoyable read fon. Fditerial Address is CRITICAL WAVE, 13
Scott Rd, Olton, Selihull, England, B92 710 (UX.). Available {or the usual or
subscription of 2 pounds for 6 issues. Overseas rates on request to the above
address.

Thanks for this issue go mostly to Mark, Michelle & Rogers whe between them have
managed to supply 7 pages of this issue, Thanks also go to (lwe, frwin, Johnk fan Gerald,
Tronk, (ath, (ynslinetee, and tack: again v no parecular order, W's good to see so eany
people responding ro the arsicles we rum,

Artwork tils issue comes from Dennis (allegari (22 Waltham St, Richmond, VIG 31),
and the Wiz (sull of ne fixed abode). The (over 'duck’ was found lying around the floor of
my work when ¢he company changed address 1 years ago. 1 befieve it wos drawn by "Rusty”
and rejected os being not good enough for the particular gome he was doing garphics for at
the tune,

That's ol folks, Next issue due approx & weeks tine,
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